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OCEAN VUONG

2015
INAUGURAL

DESIGNED BY
PHILLIP BROWN

OCEAN VUONG IS THE AUTHOR OF NIGHT SKY WITH EXIT WOUNDS (COPPER CANYON PRESS,
2016). A 2014 RUTH LILLY FELLOW, HE HAS RECEIVED HONORS FROM KUNDIMAN, POETS HOUSE,
THE CIVITELLA RANIERI FOUNDATION, THE ELIZABETH GEORGE FOUNDATION, THE ACADEMY OF
AMERICAN POETS, AND A 2014 PUSHCART PRIZE. HIS POEMS APPEAR IN THE NEW YORKER,
POETRY, THE NATION, BOSTON REVIEW, KENYON REVIEW, TRIQUARTERLY, BEST NEW POETS 2014,
AND AMERICAN POETRY REVIEW, WHICH AWARDED HIM THE 2012 STANLEY KUNITZ PRIZE FOR
YOUNGER POETS. HE LIVES IN NEW YORK CITY.

"Untitled"

KEVIN SAMPSELL
KEVIN SAMPSELL IS THE AUTHOR OF THE NOVEL, THIS IS BETWEEN US, AND OTHER BOOKS. HE
HAS BEEN PUBLISHED IN THE RUMPUS, SALON, HOBART, FAIRY TALE REVIEW, AND IN
ANTHOLOGIES SUCH AS BEST SEX WRITING 2012 AND BEST AMERICAN ESSAYS 2013. HE'S
RECENTLY PUBLISHED HIS POETRY AND COLLAGE ART IN MAGAZINES SUCH AS BLACK CANDIES,
JERKPOET, AND KOLAJ MAGAZINE. HE LIVES IN PORTLAND, OREGON AND RUNS THE MICRO PRESS,
FUTURE TENSE BOOKS.

"Anti-Extinct"



JEFF
ALESSANDRELLI

Jeff is the author of the full-length collection THIS LAST
TIME WILL BE THE FIRST. Other work has appeared in
Denver Quarterly, DIAGRAM, Gulf Coast, Boston Review
and five chapbooks. The name of Jeff’s dog is Beckett
Long Snout. The name of his micro-press is Dikembe
Press.

"Poem for Björk"

2015
FALL

DESIGNED BY
MARIA REGINE

CABBAB

WES
SOLETHER

Wes teaches English and lives on a dead end street
somewhere in the Midwest. He runs Bitterzoet
Magazine and Press with his co-editor, Pattie. Wes has
been most recently published in Samizdat Literary
Journal, Meat For Tea: The Valley Review, and Ossuary
Whispers.

"Squalls"

W. VANDOREN
WHEELER

W. Vandoren has published poems in various journals,
including H_ngM_n, Forklift, Conduit and
ratemyprofessors.com. His manuscript The
Accidentalist won the Dorothy Brunsman Prize and was
published by Bear Star Press in 2012. He lives with his
wife and daughter in Portland, Oregon, and is working
on a manuscript called Lonely & Co.

"Creatures, Comforts"
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LOURDES FIGUEROA
"War America War"

LOURDES was born in Yuba City, California during a trip
her parents made from Mexico to the USA when they

worked in the campo tilling the soil for tomatoes. She is a
proud 2009 and 2011 VONA alum.  Her work has been

published in the SF Poet’s 11 2008 & 2010, in Generations
Literary Magazine, Eleven Eleven, Something Worth

Revising, and Spooky Actions Books published her first
chapbook, yolotl.  She received her MFA in Creative

Writing at the University of San Francisco. She works and
lives in San Francisco.

ARMIN TOLENTINO

Armin received his MFA at Rutgers University in Newark,
NJ.  His poetry has appeared, or is forthcoming, in Literary

Laundry, Blue Earth Review, and New Millennium
Writings.  He was a 2014 Oregon Literary Arts Fellowship
recipient and lets the New York Knickerbockers break his

heart every year between October and March.

"Pilot to the Photo on the
Dashboard Before Crashing"

LAURA WALKER

Laura  is the author of story (Apogee Press,
forthcoming), Follow–Haswed (Apogee Press, 2012), bird
book (Shearsman Books, 2011), rimertown/ an atlas (UC
Press, 2008), and swarm lure (Battery Press, 2004), and
the chapbook bird book (Albion Books, 2010). She has

taught poetry at San Francisco State University,
University of San Francisco, and UC Berkeley Extension.
She lives in Berkeley with one spouse, one cat, two sons,
five chickens, and 30,000 bees. (LAURA-WALKER.COM)

from "genesis"

2016
SPRING

DESIGNED BY
VINCENT CRUZ &
PHILLIP BROWN



BIANCA
FLORES

Bianca grew up tan and barefoot in Hawai‘i where she
worked as the Managing Editor of Hawai‘i Pacific Review.
Her most recent publications include Sigma Tau Delta’s The
Rectangle and Crab Creek Review as a semi-finalist for the
2015 Poetry Prize. She currently lives in Portland, OR where
she reads poetry for Tin House and does publicity and
editorial work at Future Tense Books.

"For A Moment We Are All Awake"

2016
FALL

DESIGNED BY
COSTNER
CUDE

STEPHANIE
ADAMS-SANTOS

Adams-Santos is a Guatemalan-American writer, educator,
and divination artist from Portland, Oregon.  She is the
author of Swarm Queen’s Crown (Fathom Books, 2016) and
several chapbooks: Total Memory (Finishing Line Press,
2016); Little Fugues (Sola Books, 2015) and The Sundering
(Poetry Society of America, 2009), which was selected by
Linda Gregg as winner of the New York Chapbook
Fellowship.  Adams-Santos’ poems have appeared in many
print and online journals and magazines, including
Guernica Magazine, The Boston Review, and Orion. Her
work has also been featured in Poetry Press Week at
Disjecta Contemporary Art Center. She is the founder of the
Aperture Workshop Series in Poetry.  

"Woodcut"

JANICE 
WORTHEN

Janice lives in the Bay Area of California. She received her
MFA in Writing from University of San Francisco. Her poems
have appeared in The Rectangle, Your Impossible Voice,
Switchback, Bitterzoet Magazine, and as a printed insert
inside bags of gourmet coffee by Nomadic Ground Press.
She also works as a freelance journalist and manages a blog
for a celebrity pug.

"blue light"
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Press

Located in Portland, Oregon. Every shirt and tote

is screen printed by hand, so each poem is

uniquely cared for. This isn't a factory assembly

line. Throughout the whole process – from

submissions to reading and selecting, to working

with writers, to collaborating with designers, to the

tactile work in the printing studio – we do this for

the love of poetry. Thought, time, and detail is

present in each and every piece shared.
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@backwordspress


